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CENL Dialogue Forum: 
National Libraries as Data Infrastructures

● To facilitate structural and strategic collaboration 

between Europe’s National Libraries and Research 

Infrastructures

● To identify and prioritise specific challenges and 

opportunities

● A survey of CENL member’s institutions was chosen as 

the starting point for the activities  



Survey results: prioritising National Library needs  

Ongoing Activity Area in Development Area of Interest Not applicable

Fair Data 31%  24% 38% 14%

Open Science 45% 24% 17% 21%

Collection as Data 62% 28% 10% 7%

Digital Humanities 66% 10% 24% 7%

Data Labs 41% 24% 28% 14%

Data Access 45% 28% 21% 14%

Data Literacy 21% 38% 41% 7%

Data Strategy 28% 34% 38% 7%

Artificial Intelligence 31% 24% 41% 10%

Data Science 24% 24% 41% 17%



https://www.clarin.eu/blog/clarin-and-libraries-2023-recap

https://www.clarin.eu/blog/clarin-and-libraries-2023-recap




Diving Deeper into the Collections as Data Workflow

 https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu/workflow/I3JvP6



Dynamic data infrastructure landscape

 https://www.dataspace-culturalheritage.eu/en https://www.msh-vdl.fr/2024/06/06/lancement-echoes/

ECHOES (European Cloud for 
Heritage OpEn Science)

https://language-data-space.ec.europa.eu/index_en https://open-science-cloud.ec.europa.eu/
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Next Steps: ‘Collections as Data’ pilots 

● Develop 2-3 ‘Collections as Data’ pilots using the workflow to publish 
Collections as Data: the case of Cultural Heritage data spaces 
○ Harvesting cultural heritage datasets e.g. from existing repositories, e.g. 

BL Research Repository, SODHA, TextPlus Registry etc.? 
○ Could Europeana galleries be optimised for research reuse?
○ Adapt the Europeana Data Model (EDM) to include ‘datasets’?

● Share these ‘collections as data’ on other research platforms such as the SSH 
Open Marketplace or the European Open Science Cloud. 

● Experiment with analysis platforms for large scale cultural heritage corpora 
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